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As promised, this issue of FLASHBACK is devoted mostly to bits of hist- 
ory pertaining to the University, The University has affected the life of 
every member of the Washington County Historical Society,so it is fitting 
that, in the Commencement month of June, we recall some names and events 
from the institution's past, Some ofthe items were contributed by alumni; 
others are from the files of newspapers of yesterday, All of them help 
add up to Commencement and other campus aotivities of June 1951. 


The rain June 3 washed out the 
Seciety's pilgrimage to the old 
Walker home and graveyard on East 


It was not possible to hold an 
exhibit of paintings by Fayette- 
ville artists during the Univer- 


Mountain, as well as the Confed- 
erate Memorial Day exercises. My we had planned, The Fine Arts 
big regret is that our WCHS mem- Center had scheduled an architec- 
bers weren't able to see the in- ture exhibit for that time, lI 
terior of the Walker manor house, still think the returning alumni 
Miss Ina Knerr, the owner, had would have preferred an exhibit 
invited us to inspect the two of the old-time paintings by Wn, 
spacious front rooms, in which Quesenbury, Amanda Buchanan Earle, 
Judge and Mrs, David Walker and Lina X, Reed, Elizabeth Galbraith, 
Senator and Mrs.J.D.Walker enter- Sue Walker, Edward P, Washburn , 
tained Fayetteville society of an and others, Fayetteville homes 
earlier day, And it wouldn't take contain an astonishingly large 
too much imagination to re-create number of fine old paintings, My 
the scene when the visiting thanks to the members of the So- 
bride's dress caught fire from ciety who offered the loan of 
the fireplace and she ran out-e- pictures or information where the 
doors and died, old paintings might be found, 


sity's commencement week-end, as 


Because of the many activities in June -—-- University commencement, 
Folklore festival, Chicken-of-Tomorrow contest --- we have postponed our 
Pilgrimage to Cane Hill until the last week in July, It will be worth 
waiting for, and it should be one of the most enjoyable and rewarding of 
our historical outings. Prof,Davis Richardson, who knows every spring and 
sunken road in the Cane Hill area, will be our guide, The old homes, the 
sites of the early colleges, the huge waterwheel of the old mill, the 
ruins of the kilns of the Boonsboro pottery, the graves of the soldiers 
of the Revolution -- John Carnahan and Jacob Pyeatt -= all will take you 
back to the pioneer past and leave you with romantic memories, 
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THE MAN WHO BUILT OLD MAIN 
by Mary Lou Campbell Fletcher 


It was August 10, 1875. Old Main was brand new——-the mortar scareely 
dry between its clean red bricks, Its 282 windows twinkled their panes 
at the folks who had piled the young-uns into wagons and driven from 
miles around to the all-day picnic celebration honoring the completion 
of the Arkansas Industrial University. Plain but hearty dinners were 
spread on workbenches and eaten in the shadow of the South tower. Then 
when the western windows reflected the setting sun, and the shadows of 
the two towers stretched out across the eastern slope of the campus, 
the men hung tree limbs with lanterns and bricks soaked in oil. By 
this feeble light, plus the illumination of fireworks, the festivities 
continued, 


Probably the happiest man in Fayetteville that day three-quarters of 
a century ago was the stocky, brown-haired, young conxstractor, William 
Zera Mayes, whose skillful direction had finished University Hall a 
month ahead of schedule. He spent half the day guiding the "board of 
visitors" through the new building so they could write their report to 
the governor. The other half of the day he spent with his wife Sarah 
and their three children, who had come along to the picnic, 


The board of visitors was impressed with the grandeur of the build- 
ing, a replica of the main building of the University of Illinois at 
Urbana, "Its foundation is deep, broad, durable, and abundantly able 
to support the heavy and well-proportioned superstructure erected 
thereon", they wrote the governor. The letter contained phrases such 
as "replete with beauty" and "solid “in its construction", The governor 
read: "It is five stories high, with French or mansard roof, covered 
with slate and tin. The basement is built of stone; the foundation is 
bedded on solid rock, The next three stories are built of brick, and 
the attic of wood", 


Before the inspection tour was over, Contractor Mayes had told them 
the building contained 2,600,000 bricks, made from clay found inside 
the campus, burnt in a kiln where the tennis courts and Veterans Vill- 
age now stand, He didn't tell them about the full kiln of brick lost 
because the man who was in charge of burning the bricks refused to 
work on Sunday, 


The brown sandstone for the basement was quarried a few hundred 
yards away and the ornamental gray limestone used in the facade was 
procured in Washington and Madison counties. 719,805 feet of lumber 
was hauled. across the mountains by teams of mules from a place now 
known as Qlifty Mills near Eureka Springs. 

Even the. workmen "who wrought so faithfully in cutting, hewing, and 
carving", were all Arkansawyers, mostly from Fort Smith and Little 
Rock, One of the few imported elements was the iron grillwork which 
crowned the roof between the towers, It had been ordered from St.Louis. 


All this the inspectors learned from Mayes! own lips. If they had 
talked to his wife, Sarah, she would have mentioned that every morning 
for two years, Zera Mayes got up before dawn, saddled his horse, took 
his lunch, rode two miles to his job. If it began raining at midnight 
he had to get up in the middle of the night, take his lunch, and ride 
over to town before the town branch rose, There was no bridge across 
it then, And if it didn't go down before nightfall, he stayed at the 
hotel in town, 


Zera Mayes was only 38 years old in 1873 when he and his partner, 
Mr. Oliver, bid $123,855 for and received the contract to build Arkan- 
sas Industrial University. The partnership was soon dissolved, and 
Mayes assumed sole responsibility as contractor. 


His daughter, now Mrs, Jim Carlisle, looks back on those hectic two 
years and says: "I hardly ever saw my father in those days. Mother put 
us to bed before he came in, and he was gone when we woxke up next 
morning. He worked from 'can till can't!," 


Little Ida would lie on the floor and look at the blueprints for the 
big building. She was especially fascinated by the catalog from T.R. 
Pullis in St. Louis, showing the wrought-iron grill ordered for the 
roof of the University, She later attended Arkansas Industrial Univer- 
sity -- at the time when there were no sidewalks —= only a two-plank 
gangway from town to the University. The campus then consisted of an . 
orchard on the north wide of Old Main, a well in a grove of trees on | 
the west, and a gently sloping lawn south and east, 


First UA Law Department Did Not Materialize 


A member of the WCHS has sent us a card of the "Law Department. of 
the Arkansas Industrial University, Fayetteville." The card bears. no 
date, but the name of Judge L. Gregg on the faculty would indicate 
that the card was issued in 1890 -- the year the trustees authorized a 
law department =—— for Judge Gregg died in 1891. The card lists the 
"Law Faculty" thus: F.M.Goar, LL.B., dean; L.Gregg, B.R.Davidson, R.d. 
Wilson, and J.V.Walker, A.M. Gregg, Davidson, Wilson and Walker were 
four of the most able and best-known lawyers in Arkansas, Unfortunate- 
ly this "Law Department" at Fayetteville never functioned. Reynolds 
and Thomas in their "History of the University of Arkansas" say: "The 
department failed to materialize, The following year (1891) the board 
declared that they acted in good faith in providing for it and commend- 
ed the zeal of Dean Goar in attempting to organize it, but declared it 
inexpedient to advertise such an institution unless teaching was actu- 
ally going on." In 1893 the University adopted the law school at Lit- 
tle Rock as the law department of the University and it opened in Oct- 
ober 1893 with Frank M, Goar as dean. But the card in possession of 
the WCHS is the one that announced the still-born law department at 
Fayetteville. 


Debate Co-Education 30 Years Too Late 


The Garland-Mathetian Societies of the UofA gave an "entertainment" 
in the chapel of Old Main on Friday evening, March 1, 1901. This con- 
sisted of recitations and solos and a rather pretentious play. The 
debate of the evening had for subject, "Resolved that co=education is 
desirable," with J.W.Baxter holding forth for the affirmative and A.D. 
Dulaney for the negative, That was more than a quarter of a century 
after the doors of the old A.I.U. opened to girls qs well as boys. 


UofA Student Publications Began in 1893 


QThe first periodical published by students of the University was The 
University Magazine, which made its first appearance in April, 1893, 
with Julia Vaulx as editor and George Vaughan as business manager, The 
name was changed to The Ozark in 1895 and it continued as a monthly 
magazine until 1901. 


Honorary Degrees, granted by the University of Arkansas 
1878 to 1951 


Dr. W. J. Baerg, chairman of the Honorary Degrees committee of the 


University. of Arkansas, 


alphabetical list of honorary degrees granted by the University. 


has prepared both a chronological and-an 


Many 


of the early records are incomplete, but Dr.Baerg conducted a thorough 


search of the minutes of the University Senate, 


and checked the names 


and dates with such other sources asthe official commencement programs, 


Who's Who, 


and Hale's History of the University of Arkansas, 


This is 


probably the first.time a complete list of honorary degrees has been 
prepared, FLASHBACK takes pleasure in presenting it. 


Anderson, James A., LL.D. '07 
Aswell, James B., LL.D. '07 
Babcock, Bernie, Litt.D. '51 
Barton, T.H.,, LL.D. '4l 

Bell, Marcus Lafayette, LL.D. '22 
Blakeslee, Albert F., LL.D. '47 
Biffle, Leslie, LL.D. '51 
Branner, John C., LL.D. '97 
Brough, Charles H., LL.D. '17 

_ Buchanan, Herbert E., LL.D. '28 
Buckner, William D,, LL.D. '07 
Bushey,’ Jewel Hughes, LL.D. 'A9 
Byrns, Clarence F., LL.D. '47. 
Campbell, Lt.Gen.Levin H..,LL.D.'45 
Campbell, W.W., LL.D. '49 .- 
Carver, Neal Bryant, LL.D.'48 
Clark, W.A., D.D. '80 

Cone, J.Carroll, LL.D. '42 

Cook, George B., LL.D. '16 

Couch, Harvey C., LL.D. '30 

Davis, Chester C., LL.D. '48 
Dowell, Dudley, LL.D. '48 

Droke, George W., LL.D. !29 

Dye, John H, (Rev,), D.D. '85 
Edwards, Howard, LL.D. '90 

Fllis, Edward F,, LL.D. '34 
Falconer, W.A., LL.D. '25 

Finger, Charles J., LL.D. '32 
Fletcher, John Gould, LL.D.'33 
Freeman, John D., LHD '50 

Freeman, Thomas B., LL.D. '43 
Fulbright,.J.Wm., LL.D. '47 
Futrall, Thomas A., LL.D. '00 
Fuqua, J.H., LL.D. '87 

Gibson, James E., Sz.D. '41 
Gladson, Wm. N,, D.Engr,. '38 

Gray, Carl R.; LL.D. '29 
Gray, Daniel T., D.Sc. '39 
Harvey, F.L., Ph.D. '90 
Heiskell, J.N., LL.D. '38 
Hendricks, Sterling, LL.D. 
Hill, Albert Ross, LL.D. 
Hill, Gen.D.H., LL.D. '82 
* Hid, Joseph M., LL.D. "32 
Holcombe, Jobelle, LL.D. '47 
Holt, Ivan Lee, LL.D. '37 
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_ Hoover, John Edgar, LL.D. 


"13 
Hoover, S.A., LL.D. '23 
Hopkins, Harry L., LL.D. '38 
Huigerford, Clark, LL.D. '50 
Jewell, James R., LL.D. '27 
Jones, Coulter W., LL.D. '33 
Jones,Daniel Webster, LL.D. '00 
Jones, Virgil L., LL.Ds "44 
Jordan, Junius, LL.D. '97 
Kincannon, A.A., LL.D. '07 
Kyle, Edwin J., D.Sc. t4l 


Lemley, Harry J., LL.D. '46 


Liebolt, Frederick Lee, LL.D. '48 
Lonsdale, John G., LL.D. '39 
Martin, James L. (Rev.), D.D. '85 
Martineau, John E., LL.D. '28 
McCain, Wm.Ross, LL.D. '4h 
McClellan, John L., LL.D. +50. 
McCombs, Wm. Frank, LL.D. '18: | 
Millar, Alexander C., tLsD. '22 -« 
Miller, John E., LL.D. '49 

Miller, Walter, LL.D. '16 

Miser, Hugh D., LL.D. '49 

Moses, C.Hamilton, LL.D. '4h 

Mullins, George W., LL.D. '35 
Nelson, Martin, LL.D. '45 

Pace, Frank Jr., LL.D. '51 

Parks, John S., LL.D. '34 

Paxson, W.P., D.D. '&4 

Purdue, Albert H., LL.D. 'l2 
Randolph, Vance, Litt.D. '51 
Reybold, Eugene, D.Sc. '42 
Reynolds, John Hugh, LL.D. '!13 
Riddick, Walter J., Tees Ves 


Robinson, Joseph T., LL.D. '22 
Rose, George C., LL.D, '13 
Rose, U oM.; 1 inl iy D. 109 


‘ Sanders, Ira E., D.H.L. 151 


Short, Romeo, LL.D. '51 
Simonds, Fred W., D.Sc. '93 


Smeade, George G., LL.D. '07 
Smith, Charles F., LL.D. '10 
Smith, Frank G., LL.D. '50 


Snyder, John Wesley, LL.D. th 
Somervell, Lt.Gen,Brehon, LL.D, 
Stone, Edward Doge Uele Ay. ow 
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U_of A Honorary Degrees (continued from preceding page) 


Sutton, William Seneca, LL.D. '05 Wasson, Alfred W., LL.D. '26 
Tapper, Tullis C. (Rev.) D.D. '84 Watzek, Peter F., LL.D. 150 


Taylor, €.E., LL.D. '87 Webb, Charles Wallace, LL.D. '30 
Torreyson, Burr W., LL.D. '22 White, Edw, Joseph, LL.D. '35 
Trimble, R.W., LL.D. '78 White, J.C., Ph.D. '86 

Trimble, Thomas C. Jr,, LL.D.'45 Wilson, Robert J., LL.D. '31 
Vaughan, George, LL.D. '26 Wood, Albert Carroll, D.S. '42 
Vinsonhaler, Frank, LL.D. '29 Wood, Carroll D., LL.D. '25 
Walker, J. Vol, LL.D. '27 Wood, John Shirley, LL.D. '46 


Wooten, Benj. H., LL.D. '50 


A Son Comes to His Father's Defense 


During the early 1880's President D. H. Hill of the University was 
under attack, chiefly because of the decline in the number of students, 
There were only 77 in the college classes in 1882-83, 

One of the president's most bitter critics was the Fayetteville Dem- 
ocrat, which published editorials critizing such things as compul- 
sory Sunday School, student discipline, and dissension on the faculty. 
The paper charzed that the ee was working only 23 hours a day, 
but a week later changed this to 434 hours, 

Joseph M, Hill, son of the president and at that time a student in 
the University, came to his father's defense, in a series of letters 
to the editor. In one of these he said: "In your article of last week 
on the A.I.U., you seemed to think that I was attempting a defense of 
my father, You are mistaken; I don't think he needs any defense, The 
Board of Trustees, to whom alone he is responsible, fully approved of 
his administration, I am not defending him, but the institution which 
has given me what little education I have," 

When young Hill, afterwards Supreme Court Justice, denied that stud- 
ent discipline ‘had gone to pot, the editor of the Democrat said; "In 
regard to the- conduct ofthe students under the present administration, 
we might mention the donkey being tied to the president's door-post 
with placards ‘ attached to his person; calling the president down out 
of an apple emeys tearing the sidewalk up; shooting the cannon; etc," 


; WCHS News Rriefs 

Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church of Sppingdale observed its 75th 
anniversary June 24, An interesting feature of the observance was an 
historical exhibit. The church (Wm. H. Ludwig, pastor) also published 
an attractive 12-page brochure, containing the history of the church 
from its founding in 18#%6 to the present, This is a detailed history, 
with names and dates, and an important contribution to Washington 
County material. Some of the information it contains will appear in 
a later issue of FLASHBACK, First pastor of the Salem Church was I, E. 
Rader, a seminary student in St. Louis, who received a call from the 
people in aio ore in 1876 and organized the congregation, 


The third annvial meeting and folk festival of the Ozark Folklore 
Society was held ‘at the University in Fayetteville June 22 and 23, 
There was a large attendandée at the lectures in the Fine Arts Center 
and at the folk festival in the Union, In the business meeting, the 
society changed its name to Arkansas Folklore Society and elected Mrs, 
John Gould Fletcher of LittleRock president, succeeding Vance Randolph 
of Eureka Springs. 


University Commencement Exercises in the Old Days 


A friend of the WCHS brought over some old Fayetteville newspapers, 
among them a copy of The Fayetteville Republican of June 10,1887, This 
paper, edited by Damon Clarke, bears the slogan "For Home and the Re- 
publican Party". What makes the issue of historic interest is the fact 
that it contains a detailed report of the 1887 commencement exercises 
of the Arkansas Industrial University. : 


Commencement, in the old days, lasted an entire week, Baccalaureate 
exercises were held on Sunday morning in the chapel of Old Main, The 
speaker on this particular occasion was the Rev. Dr. Withers of Hot 
Springs, The Republican reported:"The day was beautiful and the. chapel 
was well filled, Possibly one thousand persons listened to the sermon, 
which was one of the most entertaining, interspersed with brilliant 
bursts of oratory, ever listened to in that great hall, The Board of 
Directors, with Revs, Davies, Ragland and Evans, President Edgar and 
the faculty,Colonel Gunter and A.M.Wilson,were seated on the platform," 


On Monday morning an athletic tournament was held "in the lane just 
east of the college", Events and winners were as follows: 100-yd race, 
George C.Schoff, 12 seconds; standing high jump, Don Aiken, 4ft 1 in.; 
running long jump, R.D.Harris, 17.53; potato race, Geo,Schoff; throw- 
ing hammer, Atkins, 51.6; standing long jump, R.D.Harris, 10.7; hurdle 
race, 100 yds over 9 hurdles, Schoff, 14 seconds; throwing baseball, 
G.W.Stewart, 315.8 feet; running high jump, Wade, 5 feet; three-leg 
race, Schoff and Drake; whelbarrow race, Schoff. 


On Monday night the Grand Ball was held in the armory in the base= 
ment of Old Main, The Republican described the event in detail: 


"Monday night was the occasion and the armory hall the scene of the 
grandest ball ever given in Fayetteville for some time, The Athletic 
Association secured the hall only at last moment, and were therefore 
limited as to time, But they did handsomely, as everyone present will 
testify. The arms were in racks about the supports, and lawn-tennis 
racquets and baseball clubs were ingeniously arranged to form the 
Association's letters A.A. over a window at the west end of the hall, 
While the walls were handsomely decorated with figures and designs in 
brass, the work of the pupils in the art department, under Miss Abbie 
Hall, On the south side of the hall was the reception peers with 
the National Cemetery flag gracefully draped in the rear, 


"Governor Hughes was to assist Miss Lina Reed in receiving, but on 
account of illness, that duty devolved upon Capt. Keesee of Phillips 
County, another member of the Board of Trustees, who filled the posi- 
tion with ease and gallantry. The guests commenced arriving about nine 
o'clock, and by ten the hall was comfortably filled with 'fair ladies 
and brave men.t A large number of ladies from abroad were present, 
which added new zest and pleasure to the occasion, 


"The famous Italian Orchestra occupied a stand nearly in the center, 
and Messrs, Anderson, Schoff and Danaher acted as Floor committee, The 
dancing commenced about ten otclock and closed about four. The ladies 
of St. Paul's Episcopal Church of this city, served elegant refresh- 
ments on the first floor, and everything: tended to make this ball, de- 
cidedly the most interesting and pleasant of any ever seen here. With 
the assistance of two lady friends, we are enabled to give our readers 
the costumes worn by nearly all the ladies present, 


Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 


Lina Reed, red and lemon satin, en'train 

Laura Yeater, Sedalia, Mo,, white embroidered swiss and moire 
Mattie Davis, Ft,Smith, scarlet satin, black lace and jet 
Mamie McGavock, embroidered mull 

Annie Shore, St.Charles, Mo., white pique and black velvet 


Mrs.Thos. Shore, Bentonville, cream albatross 


Miss 
Miss 
Miss 


Lottie Short, Seligman, Mo., blue albatross, white-beaded lace 
Emma Davis, VanBuren, heliotrope satin with overdrese of lace 
‘mnie Dell,, Ft,Smith, blue satin and pink surah 


Mrs.W.G.Williamson, Memphis,Tenn,, oriental lace and lavender surah 
Mrs,Frank McKibben, VanBuren, black silk and jet 


Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Miss 


Miss 
Miss 


Miss 
‘Miss 


Laura Hook, black lace and pink surah, Marie Antoinette collar 
Emma Turner, blue silk and pink albatross 

Ada Cravens, Ft.Smith, white flannel in’silk passamenterie 
Abbie Hall, tan satin, with garniture of lace and natural flowers 
Ida Slagle, blue satin, dancing length, pearls 

Lena Rhodes, pink nuns veiling, hand-painted satin front 
J.D.VanWlinkle, corn batiste with oriental lace overdress 
Jessie Waterman, white silk with crystal bodice, diamonds 
Minnie Loy, white mull 

Jennie Pittman, delicate pink satin and’ pink crystals 

Lou Routh, white mull and oriental lace 

Lelia Cravens, black chantilly, with cameo pink surah, Grecian 


coil, diamond ornaments 


Miss 
Miss 
Mrs, 
Mrs. 
Mrs, 
Miss 


Lida Harrison, pink mull and blue surah 

Gertie Edgar, cream satin and nuns veiling 

E.B.Harrison, black lace dress 

Vol Walker, blue satin with cream lace overdress 

John A. Reed, black lace over blue silk 

Jessie Cravens, elegant costume of cream satin with crystal 


passamenterie 


Miss 
Miss 
Mrs, 
Mrs. 
Mrs, 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 


Bell Coffey, cream albatross and pink surah 

Julia McRoy, oriental lace and natural flowers 

Tom Gray, white lace and pink silk 

John P. Wood, cream mull and oriental lace 

Mat Roll, black jetted silk with diamonds ) 

flice Adams, black Escurial lace and black silk, lilies 
Lillie Collins, Nile green albatross, with pink plush front 
Joe Lewis, cream mull and pink surah 

Nettie Baum, white nuns veiling in combination with pink 
Leah Baum, white mull . 

Belle King, cream and red satin, with red ostrich tips 
Maud Reed, Grecian costume of white lace 

Mulia Rutherford, white mull and lace 

Eddie Wade, ecru and oriental lace 


MissNaénnie Walker, white embroidered mull 


Miss 
Miss 
Miss 


Ida Pace, cream nuns veiling 
Jennie Cassidy, white albatross, white surah sash 
Emma Reiff, white organdie with cream ribbons 


On Tuesday afternoon the battalion drill and inspection were held, 


At the close of the drill Governor Hughes said "I was very much pleased 
with the drill and inspection, The muskets were clean and bright and 
the boys presented quite a soldierly appearance," 


Tuesday night was Junior Night. The Juniors presented the following 
program: 

Essay -- "Experience Keeps the School Where Man Learns Wisdom", by 
Miss Ida Pace ine 4 

Essay -- "Prospects of Arkansas", by J.H.Hobbs 

Oration -—— "Importance of Educating Our Boys", by G.A.Warren 

Oration. -— "The American Newspaper", by W.W.Powell 

Debate--"Resolved, that the jury system is the best method of decid- 
ing legal questions," Affirmative: W. N. Crozier and Lee Treadwell; 
Negative: Mike Danaher and W.Erickson. 


Wednesday afternoon saw the cadet companies drill forthe Godd Medal. 
Colonel Whitham gave the commands, Wallace Oliver won the medal for 
being the best-drilled cadet, and Company B won the Gold Medal. Pre- 
sentation of the mddals was made by Miss Jessie L. Cravens. 


Wednesday night was the first grand concert of the week, The paper 
reported: "The University Chapel was filled to o'erflowing, The stage 
was neatly decorated, and six fine pianos almost filled every part of 
available space." The following pupils of Miss Katie King were on the 
program: Misses Collins, Healey, Reed, Knight, Edgar, Trott, Pittman, 
Davidson, Loy, Waterman, Sparr, Mrs.Umphreys, and Messrs VanWinkle and 
Agee, 


On Thursday morning at 10 o'clock the annual address was given by 
G. W. Caruth of Little Rock, The Republican didn't like the speaker's 
address too well, claiming he was espousing Democratic political prin- 
ciples: "We infer that he intends to re-christen our A.I.U. and name 
it the 'A.D.U.—-Arkansas Democratic University, Free trade taught at 
lowest rates," Of interest is the fact that the speaker advocated an 
income tax on all incomes over $2,000 -~ this in 18871 


Following the annual address, Governor Hughes was introduced, The 
Republican said "He spoke of the resignation of President Edgar, who 
had served so faithfully, and mentioned a few of the former graduates, 
including Captain Marrs, J.Volney Walker, Capt, Joe Hill of Ft.Smith, 
Judge Carroll D. Wood of Drew County, Dr. A.S.Gregg, Frank Ellis, and 
the Misses Reed, Wagner, Williamson, and Putman," The Governor then 
presented diplomas to Hubert J, Hall and John H.Taff, graduates in the 
Normal department, and to those who had taken high.places in the busi- 
ness department -— Misses Wines and Duke, and Messrs. Horton, Tennis, 
Cassidy, Greene, Saxton, Parker, Gray and Bush. 


Rev. Ragland presented the gold debating medal to Lee Treadwell of 
the Mathetian Society, Senator Berry was then introduced and spoke of 
"other graduates that Governor Hughes had omitted", including Charlie 
Greaves, Miss Jessie Cravens and Miss Lou Taliaferro, Commencement 
week closed with the Junior Concert on Friday evening, The Board of 
Trustees was in session all week, The most important business trans~ 
acted was to make the fall term begin Sept. 15 and close Dec, 15, thus 
giving a 3-months vacation in the winter, "as the crops will need all 
the cultivation they can get in the summer months, - There will be no 
more summer Vacations." Faculty members elected were Murphee, mathe- 
matics; Whitham, mechanical department; Edwards, modern languages and 
history; Purinton, agriculture; Simonds, biology and geology; Howell, 
Droke and Miss Wagner, preparatory department; Willis, ancient lang- 
uages; Miss King, music; Anderson, superintendent of shops, 


Brilliant Reception at University © The New Dormitory Christened 
(from Fayettevillié Democrat, April ll, 1902). 


One Of the most notable functions in the history of the University 
was the grand reception given by the students last night. in celebra- 
tion of the formal naming of the new dormitory. The spacious building 
was illuminated by scores of electric lights and the fragrance of 
flowers mingled with.the strains of sweetest music. Parlor, hall and 
staifway:: were thronged with fair-faced maidens, whose airy costumes 
reflected every tint of the rainbow, and whose rippling laughter was 
echoed by bevies of admiring swains. The Mandolin Club contributed a 
delightful program in the earlier pert of the evening and later the 
Diamond Orchestra. continued the music. 

The most salient feature of the occasion was the dedicatory speech, 
an eloquent and appropriate address delivered by Cadet Brown. He nad 
a beautiful tribute to the work and character of Dr. J.L.Buchanan, in 
whose honor the old dormitory was yclept "Buchanan Hall", and then 
spoke in tender terms of the value, the gentleness, the kindness and 
wisdom of the beloved matron, the foster mother of every dormitory boy, 
in commemoration of whose faithful and loving service the students 
unanimously agreed to call their new.home the "Julia Watkins Hall", 
When: the’ curtain was drawn and: the name revealed in silver letters, 
upon an emerald arch, the boys gave a long and vociferous yell, impro- 
vised for the occasion, 

A weird gypsy ensconsed in a dusky alcove told the fortunes of all 
who could press sufficiently near to reach her hand. She was a kind 
prognosticator, ani married off every votary who approached her shrine, 
It seemed to the casual spectator that it would be entirely impractic- 
able to serve refreshments to such an assemblage, but at half past ten 
o'clock the company was invited into the dining hall where delicious 
cakes and ices were served without the least confusion or difficulty 
to three hundred guests at the first tables, 

The dining hall, cold storage, kitchen, etc., cut off from one side, 
- oocupies the entire ground floor, The roomis beautifully finished, 
with metal’ceiling supported by two rows of substantial columns; the 
hall was gaily decorated in bunting and evergreens and the _ snowy 
damask of the tables was relieved by the bright blossoms of numberless 
hothouse plants, The entire building is admirably constructed for com- 
fort, health and convenience, The corridors all open into large square 
halls,. that are so well ventilated and so well heated that uniform 
comfort ;is assured both summer and winter, An axe, wrench, nozzle and 
hose are inclosed in a glass cabinet upon every floor, in case of fire, 
Steam heat, hot and cold water, and the supervision of an incomparable 
matron are among the advantages that conspire to make "Julia Watkins 
Hall" one of the most desirable domiciles for young men-in this or any 
other state. The only suggestion of regret in contemplating the insti- 
tution is that a similar retreat has not been provided, for the Arkan- 
sas girls. 


(Editor's note: Mrs.Watkins' son Guy and her daughter Florence, now 
Mrs, Dewoody Dickinson, were students in the University, The name of 
Watkins Hall was changed to Hill Hall during Judge Tillman's adminis- 
tration as president, and the present Gray Hall so named at the same 
time. Tillmar had been a student of both General Hill and Col. Gray, 
This grand old building, now a half century old, has been amen'!s 
: dormitory, women's dormitory, football house, air corps dormitory, and 


‘:°* bureau of research, It now houses the a ea press and 


student, publications. WJL) et 


Souvenirs of College Days 
TUITION RECEIPTS 


Miss Jobelle Holcombe, who is an indefatigable worker for the WCHS, 
has secured for us from Mr, Jim Pettigrew, former county assessor, two 
early University documents -- the tuition receipts for Annie and Ida 
Pettigrew in the Arkansas Industrial University. The receipts, printed 
in the ornate typography of that day, are dated March 25, 1875, and 
are signed ‘by A, W. Dinsmore, secretary of the board, and J. Mitchell, 
The fee for tuition was $7. A. W. Dinsmore, a oraminent figure in the 
early history of the University, was the father of Hugh Dinsmore, Con- 
gressman and US Minister to Korea, J. Mitchell was undoubtedly James 
Mitchell, a graduate of Cane Hill College, whd taught in the. Universi- 
ty from 187 to 1876 and later became a noted editor of the Arkansas 
Democrat at Little Rock, Miss Annie Pettigrew, whose name appears on 
one of the receipts, is remembered by many old-timers as a bookkeeper 
for local firms and a clerk in the state legislature, 1 


LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 

An interesting letter dated June 25, 1889, and signed by 0.C.Gray 
and C.H.Leverett, has been presented to our Society. It is a teaching | 
recommendation, written in longhand by Professor Leverett, The letter- 
head bears a steel engraving of Old Main, overprinted in script type 
with "Arkansas Industrial University, Office of President", The presi- 
dent was E.H.Murfee, J.L.Cravens was secretary and treasurer, The let- 
ter reads; 

To the directors of Fayetteville Public School 

We are well acquainted with Miss Nannie Bates, She was for 
several years a student in the Normal Department of the ALU, 
Her zeal and lady—like deportment at all time were most com-= 
mendable,~ Since leaving the AIU, she has been engaged in 
teaching, and has spent the last year in Normal work at 
Ypsilanti, Mich, We take pleasure in commending her to your 
favorable consideration," 

It is hardly necessary to mention that C.H.Leverett was a teacher in 
the University (ancient languages) from its beginning in 1871 until 
his death in 1897. Leverett street and the Leverett School are named 
for him, Col.0.C.Gray, whose bold signature appears on the above let- 
ter, taught mathematics in the University from 1875 to 1895 excppt for 
one year when he was principal of the Fayetteville public schools. 
Both Leverett and Gray are buried in Fayetteville's Evergreen cemetery. 
"CHALLENGE TO- DUEL! | Sy " 

An interesting "challenge to a duel" has been sént to FLASHBACK in 
answer to our request for University curios, This letter is written on 
the letterhead of the Cardinal (University yearbook) with the names of 
Geo.H.Askew as editor and R.N.Cummings as business manager. The letter 
reads: | 

"To all to whom these greetingsz may concern: Let it be 
known unto you that on the. 12th day of December, in the year 
of our Lord 1898, that we the members of the Smith Ranch in .. 
body assembled do hereby challenge the Gallaway Ranch to a; : 
duel, Weapons, snowballs, Time, 4:45 pem., Dec. 12, 1898. 
Signed: F.B,Kirby, C.L.McReae, C.M. Dews, SeSe Perryman, Birdie 
Cook, Minnie Alden," 

‘The charge in campus recreational activities in the last half cen= 
‘tury is indicated by the above lettér, In December 1898 there were no 
movies, no radio, no basketball, Students made their own fun. The snow 
ball fight, if it took place, was a social activity of that day. 


Days of Auld Lang Syne 


Perhaps every UofA student has heard that a brilliant wedding cere- 
mony took place on the stage of Old Main in the year 1889, when Miss 


Mary I. Sutton of Fayetteville was married to Edward B, Kinsworthy of 


Arkadelphia, 
—-UofA-- 

A contrasting event in that same chapel was the funeral of young 
Claude Chandler, who died in 1908, when his father was Commandant of 
Cadets at the University. Claude Vincent Chandler was the only child 
of Lt, (later Major) Elias and Mrs. Carrie Vincenheller Chandler, The 
obsequies of this amiable and gifted teen-aged youth are still re- 
called as of unusual sadness, 

--UofA-- 

One of the most dramatic scenes in real life ever enacted on the 
stage of Old Main's chapel was an aftermath of the dismissal of Presi- 
dent Henry S. Hartzog, It was graduation morning of the year 1905, The 
governor was waiting to introduce the new president, Dr, Hartzog arose 
and denounced the treatment he had received from the Board of Trustees 
in a philippic that for fearlessness, dignity and sincerity was a vers 
itable classic, 

~-UofA-= 

A number of students and professors of the University called at Dr. 
J. L. Buchanan's residence on Christmas Eve, following his resignation 
as President and presented him with a "bronze clock of rare workman= 
ship and beauty". Its gold plate was inscribed: "Thou art our friend, 
philosopher, and guide, To Dr. J.L. Buchanan from his pupils and col- 
leagues, University of Arkansas, Christmas 1901." Cadet Alfred Wasson 
of the senior class made the presentation speech, 

--UofA-- 

Who recalls the great Faculty-Senior baseball game of June 3, 1902? 
The feature that afternoon was Dr. Simon J. McLean's "one-handed catch 
in left field" and Professor Newman's pitching was said to have been 
"the real article", Newman, Gladson, Knock, Cole and Purdue "Each 
raced around the diamond and brought in his little tally." Some of the 
seniors playing that day before a delighted crowd of 400 were Barton, 
Babb, Gibson, Mourning, Buchanan and Briggs. 

--UofA-- 

The custom of honoring certain graduated classes at Commencement Harks 
back to 1907, The honorees that year were the earliest classes, those 
of '75, 176, '77, '78, and '79, Instead of a luncheon the Alumni used 
to have a banquet, The "annual Banquet of the Alumni Association" on 
Wednesday, June 12, 1907, was at Ella Carnall Hall, The toastmaster 
and all the speakers that evening belonged to the honored classes: 
C.S.McKinney, C.D.Wood, J.C.Floyd, W.M.Mellette, Mrs.H.M.Hudgins, -The 
place~card-—programs on that occasion were pennant-shaped booklets in 
red covers, labeled "Arkansas" and tied with white silk cord, These 
record the following menu; which, if memory is correct, cost $1 per 
plate: Strawberries with whipped cream; baked red snapper fritters ; 
broiled spring chicken; asparagus on toast; cream potatoes; peas in 
cases; lemon sherbert; tomato salad; ice cream; cake; minted ice tea; 
pickles and olives; salted peanuts; wafers; sandwiches and coffee," 

-—UofA-= 

At least one memento from the Home of President D.H.Hill remains in 
Fayetteville, It is a child's rocking chair that belonged to General 
Hill's daughter Hattie, When the little girl died, Mrs, Hill gave the 


~ chair to her friend, the late Mrs, J.H.Williams, This souvenir of the 


distinguished Hill family is a cherished inheritance of Miss Hattie L. 


Fayetteville School Boards from 1871 to 1951 


FLASHBACK presents: below the-complete list of members of the board 
of school directors of the Fayetteville Special School District from 
its organization in 1871 to the present time — a span of 81 years, 
We believe this is the first publication of the complete list and it 
should be of value to future county historians. 

Our list is based on an earlier list of school board members’ that 
was published in the program of a "School Board Dinner", given Feb. &, 
1938, at the high school, by Supt. F.S.Root. At this 1938 dinner the 
guest of honor was Judge J. C. Massie, son of Dr. J. C. Massie who was 
president of the first school board. Judge Massie gave a talk on the 
subject, "A Boy ‘of Yore". Other speakers were R.J.Wilson, M.M.Collier, 
Bert Lewis and W.R.Spender,~ all of whom spoke in a reminiscent vein, 
Superintendent Root paid tribute to the 70 men who had served on the 
board up to that time, The subject of his address was "Honor to Whom 
Honor Is Due", 

Of the 74 men who have served Fayetteville on its school board dur- 
ing the past 81 years, R. J. Wilson had the longest term of service -—- 
28 years, "Uncle Bob" is followed by W.J.Reynolds with 24 years; W.R. 
Spencer, 23 years; E.F.Ellis, J.H.McIlroy, Bert Lewis and W.N.Yates, 
each 18 years; M.M.Collier, L.L. Bryan and C.G.Melton, each 15 years, 
and T,. L. Hart, 14 years, All 

Henry Crawford, who was a member of the school board in 1872, 1873 
and 1874, was a Negro, He is said to have been an exceptionally able 
man, and his fellow board members appointed him to the teacher commit—~° 
tee of the board, . 

F.S,Root, who joined the Fayetteville public school system in 1900, 
became superintendent in 1906 and-served until 1944. He thus has the 
distinction of having worked with 38 school boards,Mr.Root had already 
been in the Fayetteville public school system,.8 years when Dr. E. F. 
Ellis, now the oldest living board member, was elected in 1908, 

The complete list of board members is as follows: 


1871 
J.C.Massie, pres, 
Chas.L.McClung, sec. 


1872 
J.Q.Benbrook, pres, 
Chas.L.MceClung, sec. 


1873 
J.H.VanHoose, pres. 
Chas.L.McClung, sec. 


H.C.C.Botefuhr H.C.C.Botefuhr D.D.Stark 
Thomas D, Boles Thomas D. Boles Henry Crawford 
J .Q. Benbrook D.D.Stark J .Q. Benbrook 
D.D.Stark Henry Crawford George Albright 
187h 1875 1876 


J.H.VanHoose, pres, 
J.Q.Benbrook, sec, 
George Albright 
Henry Crawford 
George Reed 

Wm, Bozarth 


IBY Ne | 
George Albright,Pres, 
Moses Baum, sec, 
G.F.L.Rudolph 
George Reed 
J.C.Massie 
J.L.Duke 


Wm, Bozarth, pres. 
J.H.VanHoose, sec, 
George Albright 
George Reed 

Moses Baum 
G.F,L.Rudolph 


1878 
J.C.Massie,pres, 
George Reed, sec. 
George Albright 
J.L.Duke x 


‘Moses Baum 
‘L.D.Jernigan 


Wm, Bozarth, pres, | 
P.M.Cox, sec, 
_--J.C.Massie 


-Moses Baum 


G.F.L.Rudolph 


,George Albright 


George Reed 


1879 ) 
George Albright,pres, 
Moses Baum, sec, 
J.C.Massie ie 
J.L.Duke 
George Reed 
L.D.Jernigan 


1880 
George Albright, pres. 
George Reed, sec, 
Moses Baum 
L.D.Jernigan 
0.C.Gray 
Reding Putman 


1883 
N.P.Gates, pres, 
Clint Davenport, sec, 
0.C.Gray 
J.F.Reynolds 
~ H.M.Welch 
Maurice Coffey 


1886 
‘.Reynolds, pres, 
eMarrs, sec, 


1889 
C,C,Conner,pres. 
R.J.Wilson, sec, 
J.F,.Howell 
T.J.Hunt 
J .Q. Benbrook 

~-E.Z.Davies 
Clifford Boles 


1892 
B.Z j 
RJ 
W.N.Yates 
Tau 

C.C 

W.D 


1895 


econner 


1898 
.C.Conner, pres. 
.JeWilson, sec, 
W. Anderson 
--W.F. Baker 
J <Campbell 
~C.Williams 
»W.Walker 


Cl Cy vm O 


1881 
George Albright,pres. 
L.D.Jernigan, sec, 
George Reed 


‘Reding Putman 


0.C.Gray 
N.P.Gates 


1884 
L. Gregg, pres. 
Clint Davenport,sec, 
J.F.Reynolds 
0.G.Gray 


< H »~MsWetch 


Maurice Coffey 


1887 
Harrison,pres. 
Marrs, sec, 


1890 
E.Z,Davies,pres. 
.J.Wilson, SCC. 
F,.Howell 


1893 
T.J.Hunt, pres, 
R.J.Wilson, sec, 
W.D.Flynn 
W.N.Yates 
C.C. 
JC. 


-C.Williams 
3896 
eHunt, pres, 
eWilson, SCCe 
-Campbell 


Conner 
Williams 
»Walker 


1899 


T.J 
Rd 
Awd 
C.C 
J.C 
C.W 


1882 
N.P.Gates, pres. 
Clint Davenport, sec, 
0.C.Gray 
L.D.Jernigan 

—-J.F,Reynolds 
Reding Putman 
Maurice Coffey 


1885 

L. Gregg, pres. 
O.C.Gray, sec. 
J.F,.Reynolds 
B.H. Stone 
H.M.Welch 

——Theodore Jones 
E.B.Harrison 


1888 
eleLake, pres, 
E.Marrs, sec. 
»C.Conner 
e2. Benbrook 

F.H 
JH 


owell 


1891 
E.Z.Davies, pres. 
R.J.Wilson, sece 
Clifford Boles 
W.N.Yates 
T.J.Hunt 
W.D.Flynn 


it, pres. 


1897 


1900 
C.C.Conner, pres. 
R.J.Wilson, seo, 
C.M.Oliver 
C.R.Gilbreath 
JE. Vaughan 
Samuel Shultz 


1901 


Samuel Shultz,pres.. 


J.Wilson, sec, . 
Oliver 
ilbreath 


R. 
C.M. 
C.R. 
JE 
A.L. 


1904 
Samuel Shultz,pres,. 
J.W.Massengale,sec, 


1907 


1910 


1913 


1916 
J.H.McIlroy,pres. 
R.J.Wilson, sec. 
E.F, Ellis 
W.N.Yates 
W.d 
J.L 


.Reynolds. 
~Davis 


1919 
J.HMcIlroy,pres. 
R.J Wilson, sec, 
E.F.ELlis 
Bert Lewis 
W.J.Reynolds 
T.L.Hart 


1902 


Samuel Shultz,pres. ° 


R.J.Wilson, sec, 
J... Vaughan 
A,L.Trent% 
J.H.Mcllroy 
A.S.Gregg 


1905 
W.N.Yates, pres. 
J.W.Massengale,sec, 
JE. Vaughan 
Samuel Shultz 
JH.McIlroy 
W,H.Rollins 


1908 
J 
R 
J 
A. 
J 
E 


L911 
J.H.Mcllroy,pres, 
R.J.Wilson,sece 
E.F,.Ellis ° 
W.N.Yates © 
A.H.Perdue 

——W.J.Reynolds 
J.L.Davis 


1914 


H 

J 
—F.Ellis 

N 


1917 
eee. 
1920 


E.F.Ellis, pres, 
W.J.Reynolds, sec, 


‘Bert Lewis 


T.LeHart 

E.L.Nettleship 

JeRk.Grant - 
-—J .R.Jewell 


1903 
Samuel Shultz, pres. 
R.J.Wilson, sec. 
J.E,. Vaughan 


1906 
.N.Yates, pres. 
core Seanone 


1909 


1912 
-Mcllroy,pres. 
»Wilson,sec. 
Ellis 
.Yates 
aoc 
Davis 


aSahuwe 
be ey 


1915 


1918 


1921 
E.F.Ellis, Pres. 
W.J,.Reynolds, sec, 
Bert Lewis 
T.L.Hart 
E.L.Nettleship 
J.R.Jewell 


1922 
E.F. Ellis, -pres. 


W.J Reynolds, SEC, 


Bert Lewis 
T.L. Hart 
E.L,Nettleship 
J.R.Jewell 


1925 
E.F.Ellis, pres. 


W.J.Reynolds, sec, 


Bert Lewis 
T.L Hart 
Mrs.W.J.Frost 
JkReJewell 


1928 
Bert Lewis, pres. 
W.J.Reynolds, sec, 
JE. Dowell 
T.L.Hart 
W.R.Spencer 
M.M.Collier 


1931 
Bert Lewis, pres, 
W.J.Reynolds, sec. 
F.N.Gray 
T.L.Hart 
W2R.Spencer 
M.M.Collier 


1934 
Bert Lewis, pres, 
W.J.Reynolds, sec, 
J .it.Bates 
M.M.Collier 
W.R.Spencer 
E.P.Pyeatt 


1937 


1940 . 
oR Spencer,pres,. 
-P.Pyeatt, sec. 


1923 
E.F.Ellis, pres, 
W.J.Reynolds, sec, 
Bert Lewis 
T.L.Hart 
Mrs.W.J.Frost 
JR. Jewell 


1926 
Bert. Lewis, pres. 
W.J.Reynolds, sec. 
-R. Jewell 


1929 
Bert Lewis, pres. 
W.J.Reynolds, sec, 
J.E.Dowell 

-—}',N.Gray 

T.L,Hart 
W.R.Spencer 
M.M.Collier 


1932 
Bert Lewis, pres. 
W.J.Reynolds, sec. 
F.N.Gray 
-—-G.F, Beaver 

T.L,Hart 
W.R.Spencer 
M.M.Collier 


1935 


Bert Lewis, pres. 


eReynolds, sec. 
» Bates 


1938 
Spencer, pres, 
~Pyeatt, sec. 


1941 
.R.Spencer,pres, 
oP. Pyéatt,sec,. 


192k, 
E.F,Ellis, pres, 
W.J.Reynolds, Sec, 
Bert Lewis 
T.L.Hart 
Mrs.W.J.Frost 
J.R.Jewell 


1927 
Bert Lewis, pres, 
oJ.keynolds, sec, 


W.d 
Jeb 
T.L.Hart 
JR 
M.M.Collier 


1930 
ert Lewis, pres. 
W.J.Reynolds, sec, 
F.N.Gray 
T.L.Hart 
W.R.Spencer 
M.M.Collier 


to 


1933 
Bert Lewis, pres. 
W.J.Reynolds, sec. 
G.F, Beaver 
 =--<Jd.R,Bates 
T.L.Hart 
W.R.Spencer 
M.M.Collier 


1936 


1939 
»R.Opencer, pres. 
.P.Pyeatt, secs 

-R.Bates 
M.M.Collier 
‘L 


it 
C.G.Melton 


1942 


.Jewell--W.R.Spencer 


1943 1944 1945 
W.R.Spencer, pres, W.R.Spencer, pres. W.R.Spencer,pres, 
E.P.Pyeatt, Bee E.P.Pyeatt,sec, Herbert Lewis, sec. 
J.R.Bates ~-Herbert Lewis --Ray’ Adams : 
Ray Adams _ Ray Adams L.L.Baxter 
L.L.Bryan ' LL. Baxter L.L. Bryan 
C.G.Melton  L.L.Bryan C.G.Melton 

C.G.Melton | 

1946 1947 1948 
W.R.Spencer, pres, W.R,.Spencer, pres. W.R.Spencer, pres. 
Herbert Lewis, sec, Herbert Lewis, sec. Herbert Lewis, sec, 
Ray Adams Ray Adams — Ray Adams 
L.L,.Baxter L.L,.Baxter L.L.Baxter 
L.L.Bryan L.L.Bryan L.L.Bryan 
C.G.Melton C.G.Melton C.G.Melton 

1949 1950 ale )ope 
W.R.Spencer, pres, L.L.Bryan, pres, L.L.Bryan, pres. 
Herbert Lewis, sec, Herbert Lewis, sec, Herbert Lewis, sec. 
Ray Adams kay Adams Razr Adams 
L.L.Baxter L,L, Baxter L.!.,Baxter 
L.L.Bryan C.G.Melton C.c,Melton 
C.G.Mclton C.C.McClinton C.C.McClinton 


Political Campaigns Were Strenuous 


The strenuousness of political campaigns in the early days can be 
understood hy a perusal of the speaking schedules of candidates for 
office, These speaking tours often kept a candidate away from home for 
weeks at a time, and of course, had to be inade on horseback or buggy. 

In July 1878, T. M. Gunter of Fayetteville, who was a candidate for 
re-election to Congress from the 4th District of Arkansas, announced 
in the Arkansas Sentinel that he would address the people af 16 coun- 
ties, beginning his campaign August 5 at Hico in Benton County and 
ending it September 14 in Fayetteville. He traveled as far as Salem in 
Fulton County and Lewisburg in Conway County, and spoke every day from 
August 5 to September 14, with the exception of Sundays. 

Almost as strenuous was the county canvass. Candidates for the Demo-= 
cratic nomination for the legislature and for the various county offi- 
ces traveled together, Their schedule in the summer of 1878 was as 
follows: 

Brush Creek July 29 
Springdale July 30 


Cane Hill Aug. 7 
Cove Creek Aug. 8 


Elm Spring July 31 Billingsley Aug. 9 
White Oak Springs Aug.l Prairie Grove Aug,10 
Viney Grove Aug, 2 West Fork Aug,l2 


White River Aug.13 
Maguire's Store, Aug,1y 
Goshen Aug.15 


Cincinnati Aug. 3 
Dutch Mills Aug,.5 
Evansville fug, 6 


The Arkansas Sentinel reported the start of the campaign inthese 
words: "There has not been as much excitement since the circus was here 
as we had Sunday evening, A caravan of candidates passed through to 
Brush Creek, to open the canvass. There were lean hungry—looking men, 
big-bellied ones, young statesmen, and baldheaded ones, on horseback, 
in buggs and a-riden of mules;. with Assessors to the right of then, 
to the left and in front of them." — 


A Springfield Reporter Sees Fayetteville in 1883 


A description of the University and the Fayetteville public schools 
of 68 years ago was written by a correspondent for the Springfield, 
Mo,., Daily Herald June 15, 1883. Four paragraphs from the full-page 
article read as follows: 

"The Arkansas Industrial University is the most marked feature of 
Fayetteville. In company with two young ladies, graduates of the Uni- 
versity, and a friend, I made a pilgrimage out there this morning, As 
I approached the building I was surprised to see so large a structure, 
It is a magnificent pile of brick. The situation is beautiful and con- 
mands a view far surpassing any I have ever seen, For a University the 
site could not be equaled. A view from the highest tower is grand and 
sweeping, commanding stretches of hills and valleys, and one which 
haunts us everafter, as does a passion, 

"The University under its present management does not seem to give 
satisfaction; in fact there are complaints loud and deep, The citizens 
are considerably stirred up about the matter, and cry loudly for some 
change, which seems to be needed. Just now there is a vast deal of 
talk and anxiety, The citizens have invested $30,000 and the county 
$100,000, and they certainly have a right to be solicitous as bo its 
success, They think there should be an attendance of 500 to 800 stud- 
ents instead of 200 or 300; that the discipline is not what it should 
be; that the management is inefficient; and that there is a general 
Ysomething' lacking in its present control, 

"In speaking of a change I heard two old citizens say that 'a man of 
broad gauge and one that was alive! was needed, The board of directors 
adjourned without any action that will change affairs. Evidently 
things are wrong some way, General Hill I have met, and he is a pleas- 
ant old gentleman, but a thorough West Pointer, He governs strictly 
a la militaire, 

"Fayetteville is well supplied with private and public schools, Last 
fall, as I learn from Commissioner Tillman, there were about 300 en- 
rolled. The school term is three months. There were employed, a prin- 
cipal and three assistants. The present building is not large enough, 
and soon there will be built a handsome one, The site has been select= 
ed.. To support these schools each parent is taxed one dollar per cap- 
ita from the ages of 6 to 20, which is paid in county scrip. Added to 
this is a common school fund, all of which yields about $500 a year. 
The private schools are said to be excellent,and are taught by Misses 
Annie Putman, Naomi Williams, Angie Garside, and Prof.Thos, Welch," 


WCHS NEWS BRIEFS 


Judge Lee Seamster has loaned the WCHS a copy of Goodspeed!s History 
of Northwest Arkansas (1889). It is available to any member who wants 
to use it. 


Mr.Nthan Boone Williams of Washington, D.C., has presented the WCHS 
with a gavel made in 1927 from a piece of pine that had been in the 
White House roof for 112 years, The gavel bears a metal band with the 
inscription "Certified by Centuries." 


Newest member of the WCHS is W. M. Hackett, who operates the Arkansas 
Book House at 809 Main St., Little Rock. He offers annual prizes of 50 
dollars for historical writing, through the Arkansas Writers Conference, 
The 1951 winners are: W. H. Halliburton of Arkadelphia, first; Vivian 
Hansbrough of Paragould, second; Diana Sherwood of Little Rock, third. 


THE RE-INTERMENT OF GENERAL SLACK 


The highest ranking officer buried in the Confederate cemetery in 
Fayetteville is Major General W. Y. Slack, who was fatally wounded in 
the battle of Pea Ridge. He is one of three Confederate generals who 
lost their lives in that battle, the others being Jas.McIntosh and Ben 
McCulloch, Slack was buried near Elkhorn Tavern but 18 years later his 
remains were brought to Fayetteville for interment. 


On May 19, 1880, the St. Louis Republican published a letter from a 

member of Slack's brigade, as follows: 
Brunswick, Mo. 

Editors Republican: Your yesterday's issue states that the remains 
of Gen, W.Y.Slack of Chillicothe, Mo., who was killed at the battle of 
Pea Ridge on March 6, 1862, are to be removed by Dr. Robinson of the 
Bentonville (Ark,) Advance, from Roller's Ridge to Fayetteville, on 
the 26th of May, where they will be consigned to their final resting 
place in the Confederate cemetery. 


Your informant is in error as to Gen,Slack being killed at Pea Ridge 
or Elk Horn, as Confederates call the battle, but Gen, Slack was mor- 
tally wounded at that battle in the groin, at the same place he had 
been wounded at the battle of the Oak Hills, or Wilson's Creek, as the 
Federals call it, in August 1861, and was taken off the battlefield in 
the carriage of the late Hon, Senator J.T.V. Thompson of Clay county, © 
and died a day or so after, | 


It is a disgrace to the members of Slack's old brigade, that a 
stranger living in another state should remove his remains from their 
lonely and unmarked burial place on the border of Missouri and Arkan= 
sas, to amore honored and noted place of burial, and that place in 
Arkansas, instead of Missouri, All honor to Dr.Robinson for so doing, 
and it now remains for the survivors of Gen, Slackts old brigade to 
raise money sufficient to place a monument over his body at the place 
of sepulture, an honor the people of Fayetteville, Arkansas, have so 
nobly assigned to them, 


The writer has been a reader of your paper for 40 years and would be 
pleased if You could obtain a history of Gen. Slack's life and publish 
it in your paper, as well as draw attention to the scattered members 
of Gen.Slack's old brigade their duty to subscribe to purchase a monu= 
ment to his memory, and as Dr. Robinson has taken an interest to have 
his remains removed to an honored and known last resting place, I 
would suggest him as the treasurer of the fund, although I have never 
heard of him to my knowledge. 

Gen, Slack was the bravest of the brave, and a good soldier, and de- 
serves all his old brigade can do to perpetuate his memory. By giving 
this publication you will oblige an old subscriber and one of 

| . : Slack's Brigade 


General Slack!s widow and his two sons, of Chillicothe, Mo., came to 
Fayetteville for the re-interment. They were the guests of Col. T.d. 
Patton and Mrs, T.M.Gunter during their stay in Fayetteville, 


The ceremonies at thé Confederate cemetery were reported in the Fay- 
etteville Weekly Democrat of May 29, 1880, as follows: 


HONORS TO OUR DEAD 

Thursday last, the 27th inst., the day of the interment of Gen. W.Y. 
Slack of Missouri, is a day long to.be remembered; a day fraught with 
many sad, sad reminiscences to the boys in gray, who, with solemn mien 
and steady tread, marched at reverse arms behind the hearse that bore 
the handful of dust 'neath the coffin lid, to bivouac with his com 
rades, to pitch tents in that noiseless camp upon the hillside east of 
town, The answering thousands that come in response to the call to 
"come and do honor to our dead'' shows that the men who marched and 
starved and fought side by side, love each other still, and love still 
the memory of those who marched on before them and "crossed over the 
dark river," 

Gen,®lack was a Missourian, but he belonged not to Missouri, Heroes 
like Slack belong not to states or sections, but to the people. He was 
a man who forgot self and self-interest, whose ears caught the first 
Signal of alarm and who bared his breast to the storm in its first mad 
fury, and fought untii he heard the echo of the bugle sound upon the 
shore beyond, and crossed over, It was a pleasure to our people to do 
him hohor, The thought that Col. Pittman so handsomely embodied, that 
though we had not struck hands with him as personal friends, and did 
not know his personal characteristics, yet this much we know and appre- 
Clate, that he stood with drawn sword between our hearthstones and an 
invading foe, was expressed by the presence of the vast multitude 
assembled to pay him tribute, 

Col,Hugh Dinsmore, in well chosen and appropriate remarks, delivered 
the opening address, after which Rev, F. A. Jeffett made an able and 
feeling prayer, Col. J.M.Pittman was then introduced and in a happy 
effort called up the past, days of hardship and courage, and paid fit- 
ting tribute to the dead, 

At the conclusion of the services at the grove, the remains were 
escorted to the cemetery and interred with. military honors, After 
which the graves of all were handsomely decorated; beautiful flowers 
were strewn by fair and loving hands above the pulseless hearts of our 
unforgotten dead. Upon the grave of young Smith, from Seott County, we 
noticed a handsome cross of white lilies placed there by some kind 
lady in sympathy for the friends far away, to whom this privilege is 
denied, The coffin containing the remains of Gen,Slack was heaped with 
floral offerings from the ladies; many handsome devices, a crown of 
pure white flowers, across and wreath were laid above his still form 
as tokens of respect, A light rain was falling during the entire cere- 
monies, but notwithstanding this, thousands were present. 

Col, Patton and his assistants were untiring and successful in their 
efforts to make the day one of solemn interest. The old veterans who 
composed the escort, commanded by Col. O. C. Gray and Capt. M. Hanger, 
evinced much feeling in the performance of their sad duty. The music 
on this occasion was furnished by the Bentonville and A.1I.U. cornet 
bands, 

The ladies of the Southern Memorial Association used every effort to 
have the ceremonies all that they should be, Too much praise cannot be 
given to this little band of ladies, who have so industriously labored 
to give fitting resting place to the dead whose memories live ohly in 
the hearts of the Southern soldiers; have left ineffaceable impress 
upon the memory of the widows and orphans of the men whose remains now 
rest in the Confederate cemetery at this place. The money they have 
thus expended has been the fruits of their hard labor, and _ their 
efforts will be appreciated and remembered, 

—Fayetteville Democrat, May 29, 1880 


KING CEMETERY 
by F. M. McConnell 


Among the older cemeteries in Washington County is the King cemetery 
on Middle Fork river near the Black Oak community about 9 miles south 
east of Fayetteville. It was established upon land owned by George W, 
King, who was one of the early settlers of that region. The Cumberland 
Presbyterian church once conducted camp meetings at the camp ground at 
this location, and later erected a nice log church house, but this has 
been gone for several years. George W. King (1815-1867) and wife, 
Tennessee King (1820-1919), lived in a log cabin across the road east 
of this cemetery for many years, and both were laid to rest in this 
cemetery. Mrs, King died in 1919 at the age of 99 years. They were the 
parents of Wm, B, King of Black Oak, and the grandparents of Mrs, Etta 
Williams of Fayetteville and the late Mrs. Minnie Johnson Stokenbury 
of Elkins, 


The first burial apparently was that of Andrew Wood, who died in 
1832, Other early burials there were those of Advis Wood in 1840, John 
Wood in 1848, Jare Wood and Nathan Tharp in 1849, Jane Wood was the 
wife of Jarrett Wood, and they were the parents of Dr, Harvey S. Wood, 
well-known and outstanding physician of Fayetteville, and Andrew S. 
(Parson) Wood, who taught school and singing school in the BlackOak . 
and Middle Fork region for many years. Jarrett Wood is buried at 
Strain cemetery, which is near Harris and about two miles north of the 
King cemetery. Numerous other Wood family members are buried at Strain 
cemetery. 


_ James McCutcheon Campbell (1809-1879) and Minerva Simpson Campbell 

(1812-1902), parents of Judge B. F. Campbell, are buried at King ceme- 
tery. Others include Lewis N. Campbell (1793-186),) ; B. F.. Johnson and 
Lydia Lewis Johnson, parents of Mrs, Henry Stokenbury of Elkins; Mrs, 
Lettie Mayes of Fayetteville, and Mrs, Shirley Cox of Tulsa, and 
grandparents of Mrs.P.R.Green and Mrs, Cecil Farley of Fayetteville; 
John and Indiana Fincher and other members of the Fincher families; 
Joseph and Salina Williams, grandparents of Roy Scott; Hiram and Sarah 
Reece, who lived at Sulphur City; Joseph and Elizabeth Morgan, who 
owned a store at Harris; John and Malinda Fletcher and other members 
of the Fletcher families; Joseph N. and Alice M. Liles; Dr, 0,0. and 
Mary L. Wilson; Clark L. and Polly A. Burchett. Mr.Burchett was post- 
master at Mankins, Arkansas, in 1882, the name being later changed to 
Sulphur City, 


Others include John J. ‘and Rachel Mills Van Hoose; George W. and Mrs, 
Van Hooses; Job and Sarah Fletcher; John V. and Lydia Fletcher Roberts; 
William and Elizabeth Roberts, parents of Ed and grandparents of Ran- 
dall Roberts of Fayetteville; Alexander Eads; George and Rachel West; 
Robert M,. and, Mary J. Dickerson; Samuel and Elizabeth Page; Wm, B,. and 
Frances J. and Sarah E, King, | 


There are numerous graves marked only by plain native headstones. 
Several of the early graves originally had the heavy slabs or solid 
gravestones which were in general use many years ago, but most, of 
these have been lowered to ground level to facilitate keeping of the 
lawn, There is an pete cemetery association and this cemetery 28 
well kept. 


SOME LOCALS AND PERSONALS OF THE GOOD OLD DAYS 


From the Arkansas Sentinel, July 31, 1878 


The man who left his saddle astride our standing galley will find it 
lying out back of the office. 

The postoffice department has ordered an increase of speed on theroute 
from Alma to Fayetteville and from Fayetteville to Peirce City. The new 
schedule will be 12 hours from Alma to this place, and 17 hours between 
here and Peirce City. 

W.N.Crenshaw and bride arrived in the City Sunday. "Cren" looks as 
happy as a big sunflower, 

Nolen on Center street has the only lager beer in town. 

The mechanics are tearing away the old house to make room for Bozarth's 
elegant brick, on north side of Square. 

The banking house of Reed & Ferguson transacted business to the amount 
of $42,672 during the month of July. 

The Arkansas Industrial University requests the SWE DADED publishers 
of the state to send a copy of their paper regularly to the Reading Room 
of the University, where they will be filed for the enlightment and 
entertainment of the students, 

The undersigned Justices of the Peace of Washington County earnestly 
desire a conference with all the Justices of the County, to meet the 
16th day of August, 1878, for mutual consultation, Washington County 
has outstanding scrip amounting to $50,000, which bears 6% interests. 
J.A.Harris, JP; T.Niman, JP; Thos,Christian, JP; "H.G.Harley, JP. 


From the Fayetteville Democrat, May 29, 1880 

The gentlemen composing the Fayetteville Cornet Band returned from 
Eureka Springs. The boys report that they had a good *ime generally. 

An old darky named "Shed", living with S.K,.Stone, Esq,, found the lost 
money advertised in last week's Democrat. A portion of the money was re- 
covered and the old rascal is now in jail for appropriating the remainder 
to his own use, 

The fire bell, which weighs 850 pounds and is one of the finest bells 
in the State, has been placed in position in the SE corner of the Square, 

The Bentonville and A.I.U. brass bands treated our citizens to some 
excellent music on Thursday last, 

An old fortune-teller woman in town, recently located HERS ; predicted 
the two late fires in this city; and she predicts another fire within 40 
days from the last one. If her last prediction proves true, this place 
' will become too unhealthy for the old lady. 


From the Fayetteville Democrat, June 21, 1883 
Col.E.C.Boudinot arrived from Washington, looking in excellent health, 


City Marshal Pettigrew has been presented with a beautiful gold star 
by a number of his friends, The star was made in St.Louis, and engraved 
on the face is "Marshal, Fayetteville, Ark," 

Our University teachers are seeking recreation during the summer vaca- 
tion, Gen.D.H.Hill will spend the summer in SanDiego,Calif. Col.0.C.Gray 
left Monday for his old home in Maine, 

Mrs.S.K.Stone and daughter, Miss Amanda, are in Hot Springs, where 
they will spend a month as guests of the Sumpter House, 

Mrs,Blakemore, wife of "Uncle Lee", is dangerously ill at the home of 
* Mr.Tom Blakemore in Mountain Township. P.S. She died this morning, 

Rev.Mr.Simms, for a year or more the preacher in charge of the Baptist 
Church here, has gone to Waxahatchie, Texas to preach the next year, 

Col. Jo Holcomb, mayor of Springdale, was a‘visitor to the city the 
fore part of the week, 


News of Interest to WCHS Members 


The WCHS is undertaking to compile a list of the young men who at= 
tended Ozark Institute or old Arkansas College. So far as we know, no 
such list has ever beén compiled and published, Miss Rowena Gallaway 
got us off to a good start with the names of 34 students of Ozark In- 
stitute and 34 who were enrolled in Arkansas College. We will publish 
these lists in the next issue of FLASHBACK. Meanwhile, if any member 
of the WCHS has any information about students who attended these ante 
bellum schools, please let us have it, | 


On the 89th birthday of Miss Lina X. Reed (June 7), I was invited by 
her brother, J. Fay Reed, to view the collection of paintings in the 
Reed home at 612 West Dickson street. There are a dozen large oil 
paintings and several crayon drawings, all done by Miss Lina 60 or 70 
years ago when she was studying painting under Mrs.0.C,.Gray or teach- | 
ing it from Pennsylvania to California, Most of the oils are romantic. . 
landscapes, plus a few still-lifes, all done in a style that was popue .- 
lar in the old days, I found especially pleasing a winter scene in 
somber colors and a circular painting of a spray of lilacs, It was 
hard for me to realize that the still white-haired figure sleeping in 
that room had once wielded the brush on these canvases, 


W.A.Burgess of Chicago, I11., whom we mentioned in a previous issue 
as having witnessed the building of the Frisco railroad through Wash- 
ington County, has written his personal reminiscences of that historic 
event, and has sent us the manyscript, We are now putting it in shape 
for early publication. Mr. Burgess sent $5 for his membership in both 
the WCHS and the Arkansas Historical Association,. He is at present en- 
gaged in tracing his mother's family, the Horsleys of Maysville, Ben- 
ton County, Arkansas, : 


Mention of the Springdale woolen mill in the last issue of FLASHBACK 
has jogged the memory of an old-timer, He tells us that when Hugh 
Dinsmore was serving this district in Congress, he had goods woven by 
the Springdale mill, then had the material made into a suit by 4 
Washington, D.C., tailor, ' Whenever the opportunity offered, in the. | 
nation's capital, Mr. Dinsmore would call attention to the fact.that — 
the material in his suit had been woven by a woolen mill in Arkansas, 


Miss Daphne Dailey, formerly of Fayetteville and now director of ad- 
vertising for the Bank of Virginia in Richmond, sent the WCHS an in- 
teresting historical souvenir. It is a first-day cover (bearing offi- 
cial cachet) franked with the 3-cent gray United Confederate Veterans 
stamp, The cancellation reads "May 30, First Day of Issue". The cachet 
is a medallion bearing General Lee's portrait, framed by the four 
flags of the Confederacy, Inside the envelope is a copy of Lee's Fare~ 
well Address, Our thanks to Miss Dailey and the Bank of Virginia for 
this historic souvenir, 


If any of our WCHS members need any new or out-of-print books about 
the Arkansas Ozarks, try Rayburn's Book Store at Eureka Springs. Otto 
Ernest Rayburn publishes a list of the Ozarks books he has in stock; 
write him and ask for List 51A, I recently asked him to find some of 
Bernie Babcock's out-of-print books for me, He turned up six titles in 
a very short time -=- at a reasonable price. Remember the name —= Ray- 
Burn's Book Store, 77 Spring St., Eureka Springs, Ark. Incidentally, 
he is a member of our Washington County Historical Society, — 


Bronze Plague To Mark Old Reiff House 


The old brick house on West Center Street, occupied for some years 
by Moore's Funeral Home and now being re-modeled by A.D.Callison, will 
have its historic past commemorated by a bronze plaque. The plaque, 
already ordered, will be dedicated by the Washington County Historioal 
Society. 

The house was built in 1857 by Henry Reiff, but the ground on which 
it stands was deeded by the United States to the Commissioners of 
Washington County in 1835, The property has been owned by such promin- 
ent figures as Charles F, Town, who published Fayetteville's first 
newspaper in 1840; Jonas M. Tebbetts, financier and promoter of a cen- 
tury ago whose home at 126 E.Dickson street (the P.R.Green home) still 
stands; Jo Holcomb, mayor of Springdale; Judge David Walker, chairman 
of the Arkansas Grcasnien Convention; and James W. and Theodore Jones, 
_ Henry Reiff, who built the handsome brick house, was a Confederate 

officer during the War, but his home was used as a commissary by Fed- 

eral troops during the occupation of Fayetteville. While the building 
changes were under way a few weeks ago, workmen discovered, behind the 
mantel of the.fireplace, a quartermaster's report for August 1863. 
It itemizes the horses, oats and hay purchased for use of the First 
Arkansas Cavalry stationed in Fayetteville, 

Another interesting discovery during the Callison re-modeling was a 
eannonball buried in the yard, The story is that the house was struck 
during General Fagan's attack on Fayetteville in 1862 ( Fagan's cannon 
were on the Duncan street hill), and a patched place in the west chin- 
ney seems to bear this out, Mr,Callison has been told that the cannon- 
ball was kept as a souvenir by post-war owners of the place, 

I cannot prove that the Reiff house was hit by artillery fire but l 
am certain that the old Stone house across the street sustained a 
direct hit. The place is still visible in the west wall. And the late 


Miss Amanada Stone told me that she (about 6 years old at the time) was 


on the stair landing when the cannonball pierced the wall of her 
parents! home, It is logical to assume that the Reiff house was hit 
during the same attack, 

Mr.Callison has had a suitable inscription prepared for the memorial 
plaque. When the bronze tablet arrives, our Society will help dedicate 
it — probably in late August, WJL 


New Members of Our Society 


Secretary Tom Feathers reports the following new members of the WCHS: 


Mr, and Mrs, Roy Nix ‘Mr, and Mrs, Sam Gearhart 

Mrs. I. R. Hill | Mrs, John Feathers 

Mrs. Addie M. Felker Mr. and Mrs, J. S. Bates 

Mr, and Mrs, Orville Hall Dr. and Mrs. P. L. Hathcock 
Mrs, John R. Harris Miss Lola Ellis 

Dr. and Mrs, R. A. Leflar W. A. Burgess 

Dr. and Mrs, Lyle T. Alexander Mr, and Mrs, J. E. Dowell 
G. W. Humphreys Mr. and Mrs, Richard Gilbreath 
Mr. and Mrs, A. P.-Boles -W. M. Hackett 


We cannot furnish back numbers of FLASHBACK. Our supply of Nos, 1,2, 
and 3 is exhaust ed. Extra copies of the current issue, No. 4, are 
available and mey be secured’ from Tom Feathers, secty-treasurer, 123 
E.Center St,j Fayetteville, They are 25 cents each. Membership in the 
Washington County Historical Society is $2, 


AR 


